YOUNG people at the Blackbird 
Leys Community Development 
Initiative have made good use 
of their summer break this year, 
and have been busy gathering 
stories for their own newsletter. 

Marsha Jackson from the CDI 
said: “The newsletter project has 
been running at CDI's Glow Hall 
for the past three yearsandthe 
young people are ever so creative | 
at reporting their findings. With 
the help of staff, individuals 
have successfully recorded a 
news report for the second 
consecutive year, sharing jobs 
between presenting, filming and 
directing.” 

As well as putting their news 
collating skills into practice, the 
young people have also enjoyed 
compiling interview questions for ‘ 
workers and volunteers, allowing ; 
the public to see the work they is a 
produce at this four-week project. 

They have also produced 
news coverage and designed the , 
layout for the finished product 
which was presented at a special 
event last week. 


FOR NEWSHOUNDS! 


YOUNG REPORTERS: (left to right) & 
Shaniqua Jack, 

Georgia Crane, 

Destiny Anthony, 

Chamarli Jackson-Campbell 


The Leys Community Market 
is looking for local help 


Would you like to be part of a local community venture? 
THE Leys Community Market would love 

to hear from you. We're looking for help 

in the café, setting up the market or 

serving on the bread stall. 

If you have a couple of hours to spare 

on the last Saturday of every month, 

then what better way to come and have 

some great sociable fun? No experience 

needed but enthusiasm helps. 


For more details contact Christine: 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com or 07914395619 


THE WAY WE ALL REGISTER 
TO VOTE IS CHANGING 
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Future looks bright 
in Blackbird Leys 


THE Blackbird Leys tower blocks 
will have a colourful makeover 
starting early next year. Windrush 
towers will be cladded in red, 
orange and yellow, and Evenlode 
will be cladded in shades of blue. 
Councillor Scott Seamons, Oxford 
City Council Board Member for insulation, replacement windows, 
Housing and Estate Regeneration, said: replacement heating, communal 
“Residents were positive about the electrics and lift refurbishment. 
new design and were presented with 
a range of colour schemes. Now these 
have been agreed on, we can move 


forward to the next stage.” 

The work on the tower blocks 
is due to start in 2015 and will take 
three years to complete. The aim of 
the project is to successfully deliver 
works to the structure of the five 


for another 30 years. 


You need to make sure that you're on 


tower blocks together with additional 


The work will extend their lifespan 
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LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Hello! 


ALTHOUGH it is most 
definitely back to school 
time, there is still plenty 
to be excited about on 
the Leys, as we all look 
forward to the social 
event of the year - The 
Leys Festival! 

A year in the planning 


and a load of hard work 
has resulted in what is 
bound to be an amazing 
day full of fun, activities, 
entertainment and a true 
celebration of life on the 
Leys. 

The event promises 
something for everyone 
including body zorbing, 
penalty shoot outs, the 
finals of the PING! table 
tennis championship, nail 
art, circus skills and the 
final of CDI’s Got Talent. 


There will also be loads 


of stalls and games to 
try your hand at most of 
which will either be free 
or very low cost. 

Roving volunteers from 
Leys News will be busy on 
the day taking photos and 
chatting to local people, 
so watch out for our next 
issue which will be packed 
with a full report of the 
day’s activities. 


Hope to see you there! 


Sowolw 


LETTERS 


Buried dog in 
Spindleberry Nature 
Reserve Park 


IF YOU are a regular 
wanderer through 
Spindleberry Nature 
Reserve Park, you may or 
may not have noticed an 
act of poor judgement 
recently. Whilst obscurely 
hidden, a small dog was 
buried near an entrance 
into the park and over 
the course of a few 

days became gradually 
unearthed, exposing the 
deceased body. Now the 
origins of the body are 
unknown, but the dog 
was poorly buried in a 
mound of dirt which any 


dog walker or child could 
have stumbled upon. 
Personally, | found the 
scene quite upsetting, 
and it is sad to think 
someone could have 
buried their own pet or 
even worse, in such an 
inhumane manner. My 
mother, a great animal 
lover who discovered the 
body, quickly responded 
and alerted Oxfordshire 
County Council, who 
keenly tried to source the 
dog's ownership but sadly 
with no luck. Since then, 
the dog has been moved. 
Although this may 
seem like an insignificant 
issue to some, whatever 
the real reason for the 
dog's body, it is not nice 
to picture your own pet in 
what was such an awful 


condition. And on another 
note, whilst funding was 
secured to transform 
Spindleberry Park with the 
addition of new footpaths, 
a bridge and a play area - 
the only real change is the 
wildlife statues which are 
really disappointing. 
The park is well 
used and appears to 
deteriorate more and 
more. The funding which 
was allocated last year, 
promises improvements 
to take place over a 12 
month period. But no 
real change has been 
implemented and 
personally | hope for a 
greater improvement to 
what it supposedly claims 
to be - a ‘nature reserve’. 
Yasmine Hajji 


COMPETITION WINNERS 


THE WINNERS of last 
month's Out of this World 
Drawing Competition are 
Adam, age 6, from Oxford, 
who sent us his drawing of 
a three-legged alien (right) 
and Dakota, age 8, from 
Greater Leys, who drew the 
cosmic scene below. They 
both win a fantastic 67 
piece art and craft set. 


For this month's drawing 
competition turn to page 8. 
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A GROUP of Leys young children 
completed a mile walk to raise 
money for Macmillan cancer care. 
Community volunteer Lauraine 
Dineen of Evenlode Tower put 
together a group of children to 
experience how great it can feel 
to fundraise, for most of them it 


First time fundraisers 


September 2014 


. 
ry 


was their first time fundraising. 
Each child will receive a certificate 
and medal at Lauraine's Annual 
Coffee morning which will be held 
on Sunday 5 October at The Barn 

in Greater leys. It is a community 
fundraising event, there will be a 
raffle, tombola, cakes sale and stalls. 


& To find out more about the fundraising day or to make a donation 
to the raffle please contact Lauraine Dineen at lauraine1@live.co.uk 


New pool 
on target 


THE first tiles have been laid at 
the competition swimming pool 
in Blackbird Leys. Over 46,000 
tiles will be fitted into the new 
swimming pool before 813,000 
litres of water is poured into the 
pool. 

The filters that will keep the 
pool water clean and safe have also 
been delivered and are ready for 
installation. 

The glazing for the new pool 
building is being installed and is now 
visible from Pegasus Road. 

The new facility, which provides 
anew competition standard pool 
for the city, a full size learner pool 
and fun water area is on target to be 
completed at the end of this year and 
will cost a total of £9.23 million, within 
the planned budget. 

Councillor Mike Rowley, Board 
Member for Leisure Services, said: “I'm 
delighted to see the first tiles being 
laid in the pool. This is when you 
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\ GREEN FINGERS 


start to see the swimming pool come 
together. 

“| would like to thank our users 
and residents for their patience as 
this work takes place but | hope many 
people have enjoyed the new soft 
play area and créche as well as the 
revamped studio while the rest of the 
work continues.” 

Matthew Raybould, operations 
director at Willmott Dixon, said: 
“Enhancing communities is at the 
heart of many of our projects and it 
is fantastic to work with Oxford City 
Council on Blackbird Leys swimming 
pool. This facility will benefit the 
local community and have a positive 
impact on its health and wellbeing.” 

The soft play area, créche, studio, 
meeting rooms and offices were 
officially re-opened in June. The new 
sports pavilion adjoining the centre is 
now complete and ready to be used 
in time for the new football season. 


= For more information about 
the group exercise sessions and 
soft play at Blackbird Leys Leisure 
centre call the centres direct 

on 0844 8933 222 or visit 
www.oxford.gov.uk/leisure. 


With Stuart Mabbutt 


Time to take stock and look 
at our planting schemes 


A HIGHLIGHT in many gardens 
is when everything seems to be 
in full bloom and the garden is 
alive with wildlife. 

As the season progresses, more 
species of butterfly are visible in 
gardens so we need to plant up 
our pots, troughs and borders with 
suitable flowers. Long forgotten 
and old-fashioned cottage garden 
plants are ideal for this, with their 
fragrant flowers, in all sorts of 
shapes and colours. 

Colours tend to be very vivid at 
this time of year, perhaps more so 
than at other times of the year, so 
Rudbeckia and Echinacea are two 
plants | would happily advise to 
grow as they are very agreeable to 


many insects that start to form the 
food chain out there in our wildlife 
gardens. 

This month is ideal to stand 
back and take stock of our planting 
schemes. If you are not happy that 
the colours and types are attracting 
enough wildlife, plan to add more 
perennial plants in late autumn 
and see if we can all extend the 
flowering season a bit longer. 

Leaving some lvy to flower 
into the Autumn is a great way of 
extending the nectar season for 
the bee’s. lvy doesn't have to mean 
neglect. Wildlife gardening isn’t 
about doing nothing, its about 
gardening in a slightly different way. 
Happy Gardening 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Ruskin College for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Ruskin College please call 01865 759600 


or visit www.ruskin.ac.uk 
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Annabelle Lally holding curious Climb with Destiny Ward encouraging Dot to enjoy the sunshine. 


BLACKBIRD LEYS ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND (BLAP) 


.Here come 
the GALS! 


THE summer playscheme at BLAP was a great success 
with increased numbers and many children finding new 
friends and new things to do. Bikes have been mended, 
Indian food appreciated and songs recorded. Trips to Coral 
Reef and Discovery World were also very popular. 

Sue Price from BLAP said: "Some new friends arrived in 
the third week; four Giant African Landsnails or GALS, a gift 
from Annabelle’s family to BLAP. We often ask the children for 
feedback and suggestions, and a popular response is a request 
for pets. The challenge has been to identify pets that will be 
safe and not go hungry out of opening-times. 

"While the children have quite often been fascinated by the 
worms they dig up when gardening no-one has ever asked for pet 
snails! However they are fascinating. Annabelle is busy teaching 
users of BLAP how to look after these amazing creatures." 

Sue added: "Conveniently they only need feeding every 
three days so they make ideal pets for a playground that, at 
present, is only open Mondays to Fridays. 

"The children have enjoyed naming the snails: Climb, Dot, 
Dash and Wave. They will need to be moved into the office 
when the premises are let out for a children’s party during a 
weekend unless families ask for them to stay in the hall!" 

BLAP’s after school club starts again on Monday 8 
September and runs from 3pm to 5.30pm each evening. The 
cost is £1 a session,unless children come on the, ‘walking bus’ 
from Pegasus when they pay an extra £1 a day. The playground 
is open to all eight to 13-year-olds. There are many activities for 
children to get involved in, including meeting the snails. 


AGE UK OXFORDSHIRE 


Rewards for 
excellent care 


AGE UK Oxfordshire is seeking 
nominations for its ‘Dignity 
Every Day’ awards 2014, to 
celebrate and publicise the 
good practice of professional 
carers of older people, and to 
encourage everyone working 
in care. The awards intend to 
celebrate professional carers 
of older people who have 
displayed exceptional qualities 
and given excellent service. Age 


UK Oxfordshire is asking for 
nominations of personnel from 
any of the caring professions 
for an award to be presented 
at a special ceremony on 
Friday 14 November. A panel 
of judges with experience 

in the care sector will review 
the nominations, and make 
decisions for each of the five 
award categories: 

@ An employee giving care to 
older people either in their own 
home, in a care home, through 
an ambulance service or in 
hospital. 

@ A care home, ward or acute 


unit that has exemplified good 
practice in dignity across its 

@ A senior manager who has 
shown leadership in taking 
forward the cared-for person's 
dignity as a strategic issue. 

@ A volunteer giving care to 
older people either in a care 
home, or in hospital. 

@ An inspirational individual 
who has actively campaigned 
for improvement in care 
provision or care practice. 


The closing date for 
nominations is Friday 26 
September. 


# Contact Joey Phillips for info on BLAP, including holding 
a party there, on 01865 236646, 07530933690 
or blap76@yahoo.co.uk. 


@ For more information and to make a nomination please visit www.ageuk.org.uk/ 


oxfordshire or contact Rachelle Kennedy on 01235 849409 


or via email rachellekennedy@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk. 


BIG KNIT 


AGE UK Oxfordshire is calling 
on nimble-fingered knitters in 
Oxfordshire to whip out their 
wool and needles and create 
little woolly hats for Age UK 
and innocent’s Big Knit and 
help local older people keep 
warm, safe and well in winter. 
Now in its 11th year, The 
Big Knit returns and budding 
milliners across the UK are 
being called upon to get 
inventive and knit miniature 


woolly hats to adorn innocent 
smoothie bottles, which will be 
sold in stores nationwide from 
February 2015. For each be- 
hatted smoothie sold, innocent 
will donate 25p to help Age UK 
fund national and local winter 
projects. Age UK Oxfordshire 
is calling on local knitters to 
get as many hats as possible 
to them by Friday 7 November 
2014 and needs knitters of all 
ages to help make this a reality. 
Each year, as many as 
25,000 older people in the UK 
die because of the cold. With 
over a decade of support from 


knitters and down the country, 
The Big Knit has raised vital 
funds to support local winter 
projects to help older people 
keep warm in winter. 

Last year alone 
Oxfordshire’s knitters helped 
Age UK Oxfordshire to raise 
over £3,000 for its Information 
and Advice Helpline during the 
winter months. Nationwide, 
more than a million hats were 
lovingly created, with designs 
including a giant squid, peas in 
a pod and an ice cream cone 
topped with a classic flake. 


& To get involved in the Big Knit, contact Age UK Oxfordshire on 0345 450 1276 to get a 
free hat pattern or visit the website www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire to download one. 
Please send completed hats to Age UK Oxfordshire, 39 West St Helen Street, Abingdon 
OX14 5BT by Friday 7 November 2014. 


The WI 
inspiring 
women 


By Nindy Devi 


WHETHER you fancy making new friends or 
just enjoy a night out once a month, you'll 
be more than welcome at The Leys WI. 

The Leys WI was founded in April 2009 
and is for any woman over 16 years of age, 
living within Blackbird Leys, and Greater 
Leys or the surrounding area in Oxford. 

| was approached by Moe and Sue 
about the WI who inspired me to join. 
Since | did at the end of last year, | have 
learned about aromatherapy and jam 
making among other things. 

The aromatherapy demonstration 
by WI member Laura, taught us about 
essential oils and their uses. By smelling 
the oils and selecting the fragrance, we 
got into pairs, sat opposite each other 
and placed a towel underneath our hand 
and arms. 

By smelling the oils we selected a 
fragrance, most of us used the Miaroma 
Lavender Oil. This was then applied 
to the skin of our hands and used as a 
relaxing hand massage. 

If you would like to meet other 
inspiring women and learn new skills 
then why not come along to a meeting. 


@ Meetings are on the first Wednesday 
of every month from 7.30-9.30pm 
at The Clockhouse in Greater Leys. 


YOU 
CAN'T HIDE 


IF YOU'RE SUB-LETTING 
SOCIAL HOUSING PROPERTY, 
WE'LL FIND YOU. 


www.oxford.gov.uk 


Come clean on 
Tenancy Fraud today. 


Hand over your keys between September 1 
and October 30, or face a two year prison 
sentence, a £5,000 fine and be asked to 
pay back any profit made from sub-letting. 


TENANCY FRAUD 


a TACKLING 


TENANCY FRAUD 


Bit] If you know of any illegal sub-letting contact the Investigation Team on: 
i 01865 252025 | tenancyfraud@oxford.gov.uk | www.oxford.gov.uk/reportit 
Oj g All information provided is treated with the strictest of confidence. 
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What's On at The Leys Children’s Centre 
september and October 2014 
Monday [Tuesday [Wednesday [Thursday [Friday 


Cuddesdon 
Corner 


For Mikko Enticknap 
call 01865 773263 


(Linked with Orchard 
Meadow School 
01865 778609) 


For Anne Wells 
and Valerie O’Malley 
call 01865 779615 


For Camille Kalaja 
call 07920 084505 


Pegasus 
01865 777175 


Contact 
Karen Hopkins 


Windale 


01865 777796 


Contact 
Lindsey Hart 
01865 395145 


Leys Health 
Centre 


The 


Dovecote 
Nightingale Avenue 


PEEP for Babies # 
9.30-10.30am. 
Call 01865 395145 


Sewing Group* 
15 September — 
20 October 
9.30-—11.30am 
Stay & Play with lunch 
(small fee) 

11am-—2pm 

Including: 

Health Visitor 

Drop in available, 
11am—12pm 

Speech and Language 
Advice available, 12-1pm 
and 

Lone Parent Advisor 
Advice and information, 
last Tuesday of month, 
9.30am—3.40pm 


Stay & Play 

for Babies, dads, 
mums and carers 
1-3pm. 

Contact Mikko Enticknap. 


The Listening Centre 
12.30-—9pm. 
Phone 01865 794794 


Single 
Session 


© Family First Aid 
Monday 22 September 
9.15am—12.15 pm 


The Listening Centre 
5—9pm. 


COURSES COMING SOON 


@ Chutney making session 
® Christmas Creative sewing 
@ Healthy cooking on a budget 


Family Links* 
9-11am 
Contact Rachel Walding 


Stay and Play 
9-11am 


Baby Massage 
Starting 9 September 
For Babies from eight 
weeks old living on The 
Leys. 1pm—2pm. 
Contact Linda Picton 
01865 788688 


PEEP for 1s 
9.30—10.30am 
Call 01865 395145 


EVERYONE WELCOME! 


Find more information on our website: www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


Sure Start 


ESOL* 
9.30-11.30am 


Family Cooking on 
a Budget* 

17 September — 

8 October 
9.30-11.30 am 


Midwife Clinic 

For pregnant and 

feeding mums. 

For post natal and baby 
checks, support and advice 
12.30-—2pm 

drop-in or phone 01865 
221696 for an appointment. 


The Breastfeeding Café 
12.30—2pm 
Contact Camille Kalaja 


New Baby Group 

For parents and children 
birth to 12 months 
1-2.30pm 

Contact Mikko Enticknap 


The Listening Centre 
5-9pm 


# For information on other PEEP groups 
in the area contact 01865 395145 


Stay and Play 
9.15—11.30am 


Infant Feeding Talks 
For pregnant women. 
Every second Wednesday 
of month, 10am—11 pm 
To book an appointment 
Contact Camille Kalaja 
01865 773263 


PEEP for 2s 
9.30—10.30am 
Contact 01865 395145 
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Parenting Course* 
Starting 2 October 
9.30-11.30am 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-In 
9.30-—11.30 am 


Agnes Smith 

Advice Centre 

(for advice on benefits, 
money advice and debt) 
10am-—1pm. 

Contact Jackie Knight 
01865 770206 

Also for details of other 
drop-in sessions 


Stay & Play 
with lunch 
(small fee) 
11am-—2pm 


Ante-Natal Drop-In* 
Starting 9 January 
11am-12pm 


Reading with 

Your Child* 

Starting 18 September 
12.30-2.30 pm 


Asian Women’s Group 
1-2.30pm 
Contact Anne Wells 


Creche places 
will be limited 
for courses and 
single sessions. 


A £5 refundable deposit is 
required for each course. 
For more info contact 
Anne Wells on 

01865 7779615 


Stay and Play 
9-11am 


Saturday 


Maluchy (Little Ones) 
10-—11.30 am, 

Pegasus School. 

Call Agata 07874 187 704 


Time for Toddlers 
9.30-—11am 

Contact Catherine 
Westbury-Cook 
01865 779615 


Stay and Play 
1-3pm 


Baby PEEP 
1.30—2.30 pm. 
Call 01865 395145 


For information on registered 
childcare available on The Leys contact 
Oxfordshire Family Information Service 

on 08452 26 26 36 


*CHILDCARE AVAILABLE 


Chifdren’s Centres 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 
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For Parish Council information please call 01865 716943 or go to www.leysonline.net 


Mad Hatter 
mayhem as 
iAlice comes 
to town! 


By Lorraine Jackson 


MAD HATTER'S mayhem was caused in Oxford as 
thousands turned out to celebrate Alice and the magical 
story of the Oxford based character Alice In Wonderland. 

Eleven-year-old Caitlin Tallon (pictured left), from Cowley, 
played the leading role as Alice in her end of year school 
production, at Rose Hill Primary School. Caitlin said: "We all 
worked really hard for weeks. | was really nervous at first but 
then | got really excited." 

Caitlin was overwhelmed when her and her family were 
mobbed by crowds gathered in central Oxford for Alice Day 
as she arrived dressed in character. "| couldn't believe it, they 
all literally went for us shouting there's Alice!" Said Caitlin's 
= proud mum Tracey Woodward. She added: "It was a fantastic 
= day we all really enjoyed it.” 

Pupils, staff and parents worked tirelessly together in an 
effort to impress the public with a spectacular end of term 
production of the popular Lewis Carroll's children's classic. 
With a modern twist to an old family favourite, the cast's 
enchanting performance had its audience clapping and 
swaying to a variety of songs from artists that included Cold 
Play, The Who, Queen and Justin Timberlake. This colourful, 
comical twist also introduced contemporary characters such 
as Simon Cowell and Sir Alan Sugar. 

The play marked the end of the school year and a sad 
farewell to the Year 6 Leavers who are currently preparing 
for upper school next term. One teacher said: "It's always 
such a sad time. I cry my eyes out this time every year." 


WE HELP more than 1,500 residents at the 
centre each year. As well as helping the 
individuals, our work can help people who 
never set foot in the centre. Our advisers can 
identify trends from the kinds of problems 
people bring in. If lots of people have the 
same problem, then there may be something 
wrong with the law, a policy or practice. Our 
insight enables us to try and influence change 
and help tackle the root cause of the problem. 
We do this locally by giving feedback to local 
government bodies and other organisations 
about the problems our clients experience (on 
an anonymous basis). We also support the 
work of others who run both local and national 
campaigns and consumer initiatives. 


How can you tell whether to trust them? Do you 
really need what they are offering? 

National Consumer Week is led by the 
Trading Standards Institute and will focus this 
year on ‘doorstep crime’. The Oxfordshire 
Trading Standards doorstep crime team (who 
featured on two ITV programmes, “Hunting the 
Doorstep Conman”, last year) will be talking at 
the Consumer Forum on 9 October. 


Fair play for prepay 

The Consumer Empowerment Partnership's 
campaigning this autumn will focus on calling for 
a better deal for the millions of customers with 
pre-payment meters. You may be one of them. 


The Consumer Empowerment Partnership, 
based at Oxford CAB, takes the lead on initiatives 
in Oxfordshire. The partnership works to promote 
the interests of consumers, to run joint campaigns 
and raise awareness on topical issues. Here is a 
summary of what they are doing this autumn. 


Save your energy 

October 2014 will see the return of the Big 
Energy Saving Week and the month will be 
devoted to outlining how we could all save 
money on our energy bills. Pass on tips on how 
to save money by using less gas or electricity as 
well as how to cut down on bills. There is a lot 
that can be done, from improving our insulation 
to switching energy providers. 


National consumer week: 

Crime on your Doorstep? 

We have all had unexpected callers offering their 
services for that loose tile you hadn't noticed, 

or to resurface your drive or cut back your trees. 


Consumer empowerment workshops 
The Consumer Empowerment Partnership is also 
planning workshops in November to tell people 
about their rights and about where to turn if 
doorstep traders make your life difficult. 

Get advice from the Consumer Helpline: 
03454 04 05 06 

The Consumer Empowerment Partnership 
aims to inform, protect and empower 
consumers, both out in the shops and in their 
own homes, including online. They hold a 
quarterly Forum at the Trading Standards offices 
off Botley Road in Oxford and there is a regular 
newsletter called Consumer Voice. 

They are always looking for supporters to 
help spread key messages or to join in their 
campaigns. Find out more by visiting their 
website at www.caox.org.uk/consumer. 


@ For information or to offer to help, contact: 
davidCEP@cab-oxford.org.uk 
01865 304125 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 
Telephone: 01865 770206 Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 


LEYS CDI CLOCKHOUSE PROJECT 


ay 


dance and social will be a 
Welcome to Samba! session 
on Wednesday 3 September 
from 1.30-3pm. There is also 
another Chat or Charlston 
session on Wednesday 
24 September from 
10.45am-12.15pm. 
Longlands residential 
home in Balfour Road is part 
of The Orders of St John 
Care Trust, a not-for-profit 
organisation, and will be 
hosting both these free 
events. Home manager, 
Ivana Pavlova, said: “We are 
looking forward to hosting 
the dancing sessions and 
| encourage everyone to 
come and join us for cake at 
tea afterwards!” 


galore. The afternoon was a 
big hit with local residents. 
Seventeen people attended, 
some dancing seated, some 
moving around the floor, 


I I M E a while others sat back and 
enjoyed the lively, friendly 


THE Jubilee 77 Community atmosphere. 

Centre in Blackbird Leys The event finished with 
rang to the jazzy sounds tea, cakes and chat for all. 
of the Charlston when The session was part of 
Leys CDI's Clockhouse Dance Around the Leys, a 
Project for Over-50s series of dance tasters in 
hosted a free socialand ——_gifferent styles, running in 


fun dance session. different venues around 
Tutor Rhonda Sparrey the estate during 2014-15. 

spon got everyone: Dances are organised by 

shimmying and doing the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project, 

bees knees, and looking with funding support from 

the part too, with beads, Oxford City Council. 

feather boas and headbands The next over-50s 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 
Next Meeting Date: 


Tuesday 30 September, 7pm, 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 
Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), Chris Hatton, 


Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, Brian Lester, Cyril 
Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
(9am—5pm) 07754 271831 


Send mail to 
Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 
181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please 
go to the community website: 


www.leysonline.net 
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Sports Day 


‘MUMMY! MUMMY! Did you see how 
fast | ran?’ Panted my son as he ran 
towards me, | scooped him in my arms 
giving him a kiss as | congratulated him 
ona job well done. Finishing fourth was 
a great achievement for him. | mean 
who would blame him anyway? 

As parents we spend half the time 
telling our children that it is all in the 
taking part and not the winning, so 
crossing the finish line was good enough 
for him. Isn't it amazing how children 
get joy from the simplest of things? 

Actually, we could learn a thing or 
two from them. He had barely finished 
telling me how excited he was because 
shortly afterwards they were called 
back to go get their ‘well done’ stickers 
and go back to class. | knew that 
evening he was going to go on and on 
about how when he grows up he would 
like to become an athlete. 

This is usually the case after he has 
had a good day, as the previous year 
he wanted to become a dentist when 
he got an all clear after his first dental 
check-up and was awarded a ‘you were 
brave’ sticker. Well, | guess | should 
expect this to go on for some time now 
before he settles for one thing. 

Once you become a parent you 
learn to see the world from a different 
angle, it is like you are seeing it for the 
first time and you get accustomed to 
taking it in your stride, listening to your 
children with a constant smile on your 
face, encouraging them even though 
you know they are bluffing and that 
they will change their minds the minute 
something more interesting comes 
along. 

As | watched him scamper off, | felt 
a drop of rain land on my forehead. 
| looked towards the sky just as the 
heavens opened up, ‘great’ | muttered to 
myself; typical...the Great British weather 
was not ‘great’ after all. The clear sky did 
not hold up as they had said it would, the 
weather forecast was wrong yet again. 

As | made my way home, | could not 
help but think to myself how true the 
saying ‘the apple does not fall far from 
the tree’ was. I, too always changed 
my mind as to what | wanted to be 
once | grew up. | remember | wanted 
to become a teacher when | first joined 
school. | think | was intrigued by how 
the person in front of me was making a 
significant change in people’s future. 

All sorts of professionals would result 
from a class; accountants, bankers, 
engineers, builders, nurses, doctors, 
even teachers. The one thing | loved 
to hate though was sports day, infact, | 
disliked Physical Education which was 
on every week. | used to hide in the 
washrooms but our teachers had learnt 
our tricks so they would come in search 
of whoever was hiding in there and 
chase us out. I’m not really the sporty 
kind of person, running and playing ball 
is not really my cup of tea. 

| always came last at the races and 
as if that was not bad enough | would 
constantly be ridiculed for the longest 
time by my classmates. So this time 
round | had a plan, the only way | could 
get away from it all was by pulling a 


DIFFERENT STROKES 
FOR DIFFERENT FOLKS 


Stella Gathenya continues her column 
contrasting the differences between living 
here in the UK with life in her native Africa. 


sickie and staying home from school 
altogether. 

Needless to say, it worked, and oh 
how nice it was to have my mother all 
to myself. | spent the day following and 
watching her as she worked tirelessly. | 
have a mental image of her bent over 
washing our clothes in a black basin 
that had evidence of having been used 
over and over again. 

It had been repaired so many times 
that it lost its original look and now 
resembled a piece of art work and yet it 
never occurred to her to get rid of it. 

My eyes followed her every move like 
across between an albatross and a hawk, 
taking it all in, each time admiring and 
aspiring to be more and more like her. 

Asking her endless questions to 
which she would answer patiently. She 
would occasionally send me to fetch 
something and | would hurriedly do so 
just so that | could get back to my spot 
and continue to relish in her presence. 

Every time | think of that particular 
day, | cannot help but admit that that 
basin for me represents a recollection of 
my childhood, a sort of relic of my past 
life. | believe each one of our childhood 
journeys are packed with experiences, 
memories, some good some not so 
good. 

| suppose, we are like pieces of 
ceramic, strong yet fragile, which over 
the years may have been broken over 
and over then so carefully pieced back 
together. The cracks may have never 
really gone away as they are etched in, a 
constant reminder of what transpired. 

Over the years we may have had our 
highs and lows but in as much as the 
cracks are our lows, other times there 
is a bright light that perforates through 
these cracks forming a beautiful 
pattern, bringing in a sense of hope and 
happiness. 

Meanwhile, | could imagine what 
my siblings were going through. 

Sports day was a competition between 
neighbouring schools, which took 
place on a barren stretch of land and 
everyone in each class had to take part. 
| could picture them racing on the 
red soil under the blazing African sun 
their feet running so fast that they left a 
cloud of dust behind them. Meandering, 
through the short rugged grass that 
carpeted the narrow strip of land, 
sprinting over humps and potholes 
before getting to the finishing line. 

On the sidelines would be spectators 
as well as cheerleaders cheering for 
their school. It was a very lively affair as 
it involved singing and dancing along to 
the upbeat music and the ‘boom-boom’ 
of the drums. The team or school that 
won would be presented with sacks of 
whatever was in season at that time. 
This would be in form of any vegetables 
or fruits; consequently, their success 
would be talked of by everyone in the 
village for the next few weeks. 

Despite the jolly nature of it all, | still 
preferred to be left at home with my 
mother rather than risk spending the 
rest of the term nursing a wounded 
ego. After all, | was sure my siblings 
were going to narrate the whole event 
to us in elaborate detail. It would be as 
if | was there, just not taking part, that is 
exactly how | liked it. 


Potters Court raise £300 
for Breast Cancer Care 


Amy Hibberd, Potters Court Scheme Manager with residents, Allan and Janet Veal who organized the tea. 


POTTERS Court held its annual 
Strawberry Afternoon Tea in 
August to raise funds for Breast 
Cancer Care, a breast cancer 
support charity, and raised over 
£300. The tea was donated and 
prepared by the residents of 
Potters Court and two excellent 


raffle prizes were donated. 

It had been hoped to hold 
the main event in the lounge as 
well as the garden but due to 
the variable weather, the event 


However, a lovely afternoon 
was had by all who attended 


By Natalie Wallace 


To culotte or not 


YOU'LL have to trust me on this one. 
| too, was at first slightly adverse to 
trying on a piece of clothing which is 
fraught with memories of bad school 
photos and firmly secured my place as 
the class geek (the cool girls wore skirts 
they would fold over to make them as 
short as they could get away with). 
Culottes however, have been my 
summer saviour in terms of what to 
wear to work in the scorching heat and 
now, as the temperature appears to be 
dropping just slightly, | can see a place 
for them in the autumn ahead. 
Here are my top reasons to embrace 
culottes: 
e It’s like wearing a skirt but you won't 
get any nasty thigh chaffing 
e You don’t need to wear tights 
e If it’s windy those culottes will 
preserve your modesty 
e Tailored or linen versions look smart 
enough for work and look great with 
shirts or tee shirts, heels or flats, jackets 
or jumpers... 
e They'll look super cute with 
embellished knitwear in the winter 
e Take a couple of brightly patterned 
pairs on holiday. They are perfect for 
covering up pool-side. 


indeed 


casual picnic 


skirt and trouser! 


was concentrated in the lounge. 


FASHION ON THE LEYS | 


e Pick a pair with a wide leg, they will 
beautifully skim over your hips and 
bum making them very flattering 


e Shorter styles can be dressed up for 
going for drinks to pared back for a 


e They are simply the perfect hybrid of 


and a particularly nice selection 
of tea goodies were available. 

The residents would like to 
thank all who attended and 
provided donations for the tea 
or the raffle. 


Clockwise, starting top left: 
Miss Selfridge £35, 
Primark £10, 

Primark £12, 

Missguided £19.99, 
Dorothy Perkins. 


LEYS MUM 


An alternative look at parenting with Lauraine Dineen 


been my style, forget 

the latest hair styles 

or the must have fashion accessory, 
motherhood is what | always wanted to 
wear. It has just always made sense in my 
mind. | used to watch my mum enjoy her 
role within our home with excitement, 
fulfillment and success and | could not 
wait for that to be me. 

My husband and | would sit and talk 
about how many children we would have. 
The magic number was always three, maybe 
four. Then we had our first son and my 
number changed, | did not tell my husband 
in fear that he would have a heart attack, but 
my number instantly got much much bigger. 

| realize | should have been the one to 
get married at 18 just so | would have had 
more time to have more children, but as 
my children get older and | drift further 
away from 301 am struggling with what 
motherhood looks like for me now. 

In the blink of an eye | have found myself 
in a place | never thought | would be, a place 


where | may not have a choice in having more 


children, a place where | am going to have to 
accept that maybe all the babies have been 
had and all the nursing has been done. It is 
not that | am ungrateful for the two healthy 
boys | already have. | just do not know who | 
am if lam not having more babies. 

With our first | thought there would be 
more, when | stopped nursing our son it was 
not terribly sad because | thought there were 
more children to be had. 

When he stopped crawling and started 
walking | thought there would be more to 
watch go through these stages. There would 


be plenty more first's because there would be 


more children. 

But now all of asudden | am at a point in 
my life where | have probably had my last and 
it hits me that pretty soon | will have to accept 
there will be no more new babies for us. 

| have yet to find peace with this place, 


MOTHERHOOD has always 


the place where | have to be OK with never 
having a baby again and that this is as big 

as my family is going to get. | have probably 
had my last positive pregnancy test, my last 
morning sickness, the last set a labour pains, 


the last time my husband and | will share that 
moment in the hospital room together where 


| look at him | know as long as he stays with 
me | can deliver this baby, the last time we 
name a child and the last time we bring that 
baby home to meet our family. 

There will be a last to all of our firsts and 
for me it looks like it’s happened. Each time 
my mum asked to hold my new baby, she 
would look at him and hold him so close, | 
could see her taking in his scent, admiring 
the size of his hands and his tiny feet. It was 
a little silly to me then, it is not silly to me 
now. . .she was in mourning, she has had all 
her children, she mourned the fact that she 
would not have anymore. 

| think that is where | am at now. | amin 
mourning, in mourning of the fact that we 
can not have anymore fertility treatment, 
just like mourning a death or a loss it takes 
time, and this is going to take time for me. 

While | wait for the pain to subside | have 
decided to laugh more with my two year old, 
he is the funniest guy | have ever met, and 
| will hug my three year old more because | 


hear when boys get bigger they hug you less. 


Then when | get into bed at night | will 
remember what it feels like to carry a baby in 
my womb that has the hiccups every single 
night while | try to sleep. | will think about 
what its like to rock a crib that has been 
beside my bed for such a short time. | will try 
to convince myself that its all OK, that some 
day there will be grand children that | can 
cherish and love. 

Pretty soon | have to accept that | have 
left this part of motherhood behind. The 
part that | waited for my whole life. | will get 
through the mourning process and mother 
better, stronger and with more love because 
motherhood has always been my style. 


An ancient tradition 


Mia Flores-Borquez 


ROLL UP, roll up, the Fair is in town. The harvest 
has been gathered, the days of extended warm 
sunshine are over and the dawn frost has returned. 

From ancient times The Fair has been a tradition 
that celebrates the bounty resulting from long 
months of labour toiling in readiness for the dark 
and cold months of winter. Communities of old 
gathered around The Fair in merriment, young and 
old delighting in its many attractions. In more recent 
times, The Fair became imprinted in our collective 
consciousness as it coincided with other significant 
events in the annual calendar like the start of the 
school year and Christmas. 

In other cultures similar gatherings have acquired 
monumental proportions as is with the Kum Mella in 
India, the largest gathering of peoples in a temporary 
annual festival. As far apart as Nepal and Bolivia, 
whole communities make arduous journeys to reach 
annual gatherings reviving ancient religious and social 
traditions which endure in the fabric of indigenous 
peoples from around the world. 

In all its various forms and diverse settings, the 
anticipation and excitement generated by the 
annual renewal of these ancient traditions generates 
in young and old a common feeling irrespective 
of geographical, social, religious, and language 
distinctions; joy. Irrespective of all the various 
differences that appear to separate us from others 
from around the world, the experience of enjoyment 
around The Fair endures in all as we grow and remains 
however removed we become from our origins. What 
we all know is that no wind, no rain, nor clouds can 
dampen the fun of The Fair. 
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D LHANCOCK LTD 


Est 1994 
Oxford’s only Independent 


Family Funeral Directors 
OXFORD (01865) 767780 (24 Hr Service) 
Office & Chapels of Rest : 

126 London Road, Headington, Oxford. OX3 9ED. 


A caring traditional 24 hour service provided by 
Darren Hancock and his team personally 


Private Chapels of Rest 
Golden Charter & Perfect Choice 
Funeral Plarvs ge Funeral Plans 
Probate / Will advice & 
Repatriation service available worldwide 


y 


Horse drawn carriages, 

Motorcycle Hearses , 
Traditional Coffins, 
Colourful Coffins & 
Eco friendly Coffins 


Tailor made funerals 
to suit every budget, 


Budget Funerals also available 
No appointment necessary 
Office open from 9am - 5pm 
Out of hours appointments are available in your home or ours. 
please contact us for further details, day or night 


“Our Family Serving Your Family In Your time Of Need” 


Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 

@ Free expert advice 


@ Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
supporting people through the process of quitting 
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Arts and culture 


Shopping at the heart of your community 
Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


September 2014 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 


Bae feomplnrequare oom 


S| 


Swopping Centre. 


BOOK REVIEW 


By Jane Yates 


by Amy Good 


THERIANTHROPY at its best! 
This is an easy book for me to 
recommend. Why? it’s brilliant, 
easy to read, action packed, has 
wonderfully written characters, 
a touch of romance, and most 
importantly werewolves! 

Right from the very start 
the story grips you, as a brutal 
murder of a mother takes 
place in a small sleepy town 
in America where nothing out 
of the ordinary normally ever 
happens. The significance and 
the effects of this death are 
unravelled throughout the 
story as the plot thickens. 

The son of the dead 
woman, Grayson, who is 
strongly written and is a 
beautiful tortured soul, battles 
with who he is and although 
strong, has a fragility that is 
heart-warming. 


Rooted has to be Chloe, and 
we view the story from her 
perspective. Chloe, a recent 
orphan herself, is a resilient 
teenager, and even though 
she has super powers, she is a 
very warm human character, 


and her place in the world.At 
the start of the story, her best 
friend of two years is Lillian, 

a cheerleader and natural 
beauty. 

Chloe starts the story off 
very much walking in her 
shadow and in complete 
admiration of her friend. But 
the introduction of a strange 
and somewhat out-of-place 
new character called Margot, 
who dresses like she is from 
the 1950s, shifts the dynamics 
of their friendship, with 
disastrous results. 

Thankfully, Chloe gets 
the support of a new friend 
Rebecca, and you feel Chloe’s 
relief in having a good friend. 
Rebecca is as human as you 
can get and her character 
grounds the story. Rebecca's 
father, who gives respite and 
food to Chloe, adds a caring 
adult to the plot, which 
balances it nicely. 

| liked Chloe's interaction 
with nature; she was soulful 
and kind. Never had | ever 
wanted to be a character in 
a book more than | did with 
Chloe. 

There is so much that | 
loved about this book, there 
are several plots and things 
happening at once, but it all 


FILM CORNER 


By Yasmine Hajji 


Indie flick of the month! 
Boyhood 


BOUNDARY pushing director, 
Richard Linklater, has birthed 
a 12 year masterpiece in the 
form of Boyhood - the life of 
a young man named Mason, 
aged 5 to 18 years. 

Unlike any film seen 
before, this is a voyeuristic 
passage which uses 
storytelling in such an invasive 
manner by inviting the viewer 
into the life of a character 
and watching him grow 
up. Boasting a talented cast 
including the likes of Ethan 
Hawke as the father, Patricia 
Arquette as the mother and 
the boy in question, Ellar 
Coltrane, this is a critically 
acclaimed must see that flits 


with life's gifts — love, family 
trauma, heart break, school, 
friends and finding yourself. 

If you have seen The 
Truman Show, an innovative 
drama in which an insurance 
salesman discovers his life is 
a TV show, you'll definitely 
enjoy Boyhood. When you 
turn filmmaking on its head, 
Linklater’s production is an art 
form and really demonstrates 
the intimacy and connection 
we can establish between 
our lives and the big 
screen. Personally | cannot 
recommend this highly 
enough and believe it is one 
of the best films to come out 
this year. 

In 30 minutes you will have 
seen the transformation of a 
brother and sister playing in 
the dirt to becoming college 
seniors, graduating and 
finding love. 


Film making opportunity for youngsters! 
FILM OXFORD'S BFI Academy is now taking applications for 
the next programme starting in October 2014. 

If you are 16-19 years and passionate about film this 
maybe just the course for you! Develop production and film 
analysis skills, meet with industry professionals and look 
around the NFTS and Pinewood Studios. You even get the 
opportunity to gain a Silver Arts Award. 


@ For more information on how to apply, visit: 


www.filmoxford.org/ 


bfi-film-academy-at-film-oxford-2014/ 


worrying about her friendships 


r 


My favourite character from comes together at the end; 


and like a light being switched 
on, you see the whole story. 

Amy beautifully writes 
every word with care. | love 
how she describes every detail 
from the food they're eating, 
the clothes they're wearing, 
even the coldness and 
dampness of the weather. 

lam a slow reader normally. 
But was hooked from the 
start. | forgot everything, from 
the washing up and even my 
writing. | just had to read the 
next chapter and the next until 
it was finished; it was like a 
drug. 

| cannot believe that this 
was Amy’s first book; here is 
a great writer, |am proud to 
write this review, and | look 
forward to reading anything 
else she writes. 


Super Fred 
by Tony Gilbert (Author), 
and Pippa Cornell (Illustrator) 


Being a child that grew up 
believing that monsters lived 
under by bed, | was instant 
drawn to this book which 

is beautifully and colourful 
illustrated by Pippa. 

Tony has a genius for 
writing for small children to 
captivate not only them but 
the parents for are reading the 
story which flows for page to 
page delightfully carried by 
the wonderful illustrations. 
Arhythmic story about 
an unexpected friendship 


between Fred a monster and a 
little boy named Dale. 

Their story leads them to 
monster land, Fred hides Dale 
in his fur. They meet Fred’s 
friend Bob who is the scariest 


monster. 

| think this book will 
encourage children to want 
to read, | like that there is 
counting in it also. 

| loved all the descriptions 
of the monsters, ‘googly eyes 
and flappy ears’ with are very 
engaging for children. 
| can’t wait to have 
grandchildren so | can read it 
out aloud to them. 


# Rooted by Amy Good is 
free to download from www. 
smashwords.com/books/ 
view/363165 


@ Super Fred by Tony Gilbert 
and Pippa Cornell is 
available for Kindle for 
£2.42 on Amazon 


POETRY CORNER 


Poppies, violets, daisies and me 
By Judy Harvey 


As a child who loved flowers and don’t know why, 

The colours and daintiness, meant fun in the wild 

Lazy, show wanderings down to a graceful lock nearby. 
Now they mean more than | realized to me. 


Poppies for a man | never met, Captain G.T. ARLETT 
His brothers and friends, of the 1st World War 

The lives they lived and horrors they saw, 

That left me, not then born, to play carefree. 


| now say thank you for all you did. 

To the brave whose innocence they gave. 
Violets—for a grandmother long since gone, 

The old lady | loved. | did not know the life she led, 
Aunts and uncles in India, a baby girl and boys. 


How had she managed to get there and look so elegant? 

Beautiful, dressed in lace, so trim and petite. 

Daises—for relatives | lost but | did not know. 

Sons, young men of Henley, went but did not return 

Their devastated parents gave them for a cause | know 
nothing about. 


A grateful Granddaughter now a mother too, 

Says a heart-felt thank you from herself, 

To those who gave their lives up for me and us all? 

| dedicated this the Oxford and Bucks Lt infantry Regiment 
In honour of my grand-parents. 


Also uncles from Henley and too all the people in our city 
And Country for the innocence | knew. 

Let us hope the world will never forget 

So peace in ‘our’ lives will remain for all. 


@ Have you written a poem you would like to share with 
our readers? If so please send it to Poetry Corner, Leys 


News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BX. 


Or email editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Drawing 
Competition! 


Draw a picture with a 
sporting theme in the 
space provided. 


The prize for the two 
most creative entries 
is a 67 piece art and 
craft set complete with 
wooden carry case. 


Send your entries to: 
Kids’ Drawing 
Competition, 

Leys News, 

26 Kingfisher 

Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford OX4 7BX 


NAIMG! cccocavaetsc-tvadiueatis aee-cceaeee ieceenamerceneee 


Age: .... 


Send your entries 
by 15 September. 


Name of parent or guardian: ............. ccc cece cece eeeeeeseeeeeeeees Phone number: ...........00ceeeeee ees 
Wd O5S 5 <..s.c:0:0.c)e ye, 0s eared acacseneheserasaeneheten alebababababersicasecosecassnsastoe 0ie abit a bvesbrbenroiavernn anette alee Utlbrg suaotuaatebateoecnie’d 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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By Beth Speich 


WITH SO MANY books available, al 
claiming to help you learn to sew, i 
can be difficult choosing which to 


my recommended books to help 
narrow the choice down. 

You can buy specialist books 
for every area of sewing; quilting; 
toy-making; dressmaking; soft 


furnishings; childrenswear and so on. 


To begin with, it's worth purchasing 
one or two key books, which cover 
a range of techniques. You can then 
explore different areas to find what 
you are most interested in. 

Last year | purchased Alison 
Smith's The Sewing Book. I call 
it my sewing bible; it is a very 
comprehensive guide to sewing. It's 


my go-to book when | need to learn a 
new technique, or jog my memory for 


a technique | haven't used in a long 
time. 

It gives you all the information 
you need to know, from the basics 


How to make 
personalised 
bunting 


By Becky Lee 


TURN scraps of fabric into a pretty 
decoration with my quick and easy craft 
idea for making bunting. 

Whether you want to liven up your 
dining area or add the perfect accessory 
to your children's room, bunting can be 
a great finishing touch. Follow my step- 
by-step guide to making it yourself. 


You will need: 

e Fabric scraps 

e Thread 

e Needle 

e 25cm cotton tape 
e Scissors 

e Paper for template 
e Sewing machine 


These are optional if you would like to 
personalise your bunting: 

e Felt 

e Wooden letters 


e Buttons/sequins 
or any other embellishment 
e Embroidery floss 


Step 1: Draw a triangle on some 
cardboard and cut it out to use as a 
template; or cut my bunting template. 
Step 2: Pin the template to your fabric 
and cut around it using scissors. Repeat 
until you have enough flags. 

Step 3: (Optional) place your required 
wooden letters backwards on the 
reverse of your felt, draw around each 
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BOOK MIs & | ais 
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jargon to remember. 


letter and cut out, turn the right side up, 
no pencil marks 

Step 4: Pin your letters to your bunting 
and hand sew in to place and add a 
decorative button if required. 

Step 5: Place your bunting fronts to 
bunting backs right sides together, 

sew down the two long sides of the 
triangle,trim of the point of the triangle, 
turn right side out, press with the iron 
and trim across top raw edge if needed. 
Step 6: Evenly space the flags along the 
cotton tape, folding the edge over, and 
pin in place. 

Step 7: Sew on the flags with a straight 
stitch along the edge, leaving at least 4” 
of tape free from flags at each end for 
hanging, press with the iron and hang 
your bunting proudly. 


k_ 
Cath Khiston 
buy. | have compiled a short list of ~ fi 


- the tools you need; how to cut 
fabric properly; different stitches — to 
hundreds of techniques; all with very 
clear photographs and instructions. It 
also has a quite a few good projects, 
so you can get started practising your 
new skills. | really love the glossary at 
the back, for there is a lot of sewing 


| have not read through the 
whole book - and don't plan to. It's 
not the kind of book you can read 
before bed; but it makes an excellent 
reference book. It's one of the pricier 
books, but if you can get it on offer 
you will be laughing. | have also 
seen it in Blackbird Leys library so it's 
worth trying it out there first. 


Here are two books that are more 
project-heavy, but they are beautiful. 
They're written by the queen of 
pretty sewing, Cath Kidston. | own 
both Sew! and Make! but there is 
another called Stitch! 

Sew! comes with free pre-cut 
fabric, buttons and a Cath Kidston 
label for you to make a floral shoulder 
bag, so it is good value for money. 

It also comes with a full-sized 
pattern sheet; you do not need to 


, bother with enlarging patterns and 


templates, which | have seen in 
other books. The book details some 
techniques at the start of the book, 
which are useful, but nowhere near 
as comprehensive as those in The 
Sewing Book. The projects in this 
book are nice (mostly homewares 
and bags), and apparently they are 
suitable for beginners to advanced 
sewists. However | have made up a 
few of them myself and found the 
instructions quite vague in places, so 
they may not suit a real beginner. 
Make! is similar; again it 
demonstrates a few techniques and 
has lots of projects for you to try. It 
comes with a free cotton tote bag, 
pencil and an embroidery skein, so 
you can get started beautifying the 
bag — provided you have some fabric. 
This book is not so much about 
sewing from scratch, but adding 
designs (mostly embroidered) to 
ready-made items. An example is 
‘flower-trimmed pajamas’ — you are 
not taught how to make pajamas, but 
how to embroider little flowers onto 
your own plain pajamas. | personally 
prefer Sew!, but if you are interested 


in needlework, and decorating things 
you already own, Make! is worth 
checking out. 

If you would prefer to actually 
make your own pajamas, | would 
recommend Tilly Walnes's new 
book Love at First Stitch. Tilly was a 
contestant on last year's The Great 
British Sewing Bee, and she writes 
an amazing blog called Tilly and 
the Buttons. Her book focusses on 
dressmaking, and it's brilliant. 

Tilly writes in very simple terms, 
and | think the layout of the book is 
one of the best I've seen. It's laid out 
in a very sensible order; she begins 
at the beginning. Meaning, she 
takes you as a beginner dressmaker 
through the basics, starting with 
a simple scarf project, and as you 
work your way through the book you 
learn more advanced skills to make 
more advanced garments. You finish 
with an impressive dress, featuring 
pleats, darts, lining, and a belt. If it's 
dressmaking you want to do, | urge 
you to buy this book! 

There are loads more books out 
there - of course | haven't come 
across them all myself. These are 
just a small pick of the best, in my 
opinion. 

If you would prefer not to fork out 
on new books, but have access to the 
internet, | would recommend you 
join Pinterest. It's a fantastic resource 
for finding websites offering advice, 
explaining techniques, and even 
giving free tutorials, patterns and 
templates. It's a must for all creative 
people, but be warned - it can get 
addictive! 


To find out more and to register for the workshops please email 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
We look forward to seeing you! 
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CLASSIFIEDS : 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified ad. 
Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when booking for 
12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 31N. 
07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
@ 01865 338050 


LYN 

Personal/complex carer providing 
the best possible care, accommodating 
all your preferences and personal 
needs. Experienced in caring for 
the elderly, adults with learning 
difficulties, dementia and severely 
disabled. Fully insured. Holds a 
current enhanced disclosure. OX4 
area.Excellent references. Prompt 
assessments available. 

@® 07517 053248 or 07507 197294 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
%@ 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX. 

@ 01865 775849 

Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
901865 777137 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

01865 236116 


Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 
0X4 4LD. 

01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 
99-100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
%% 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 
01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
01865 326066 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
@ Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
9% 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS. 
01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistic therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford OX4 
3PH 

‘@® 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

%@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
@® 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
9% 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 67). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can imore! 


3.6 4 bedmam houses URGLNTLY 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Want a fast sale at near market 
& price? Solutions for properties with 
little or no equity, refurbishment 


work taken on. Whatever your 
circumstances there may bea 
solution for you. 

@ Call Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630 332 

E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
%% 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
% 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD. 
9 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
01865 773486 


OTHER 


WRITING, EDITING 

AND PROOFING 

Experienced freelance writer and 
editor offers professional, confidential 
and reliable service for writing, 
editing, and proof-reading.CVs, formal 
letters, thesis, manuscripts, brochures, 
invitations, etc. 

Can produce work overnight. Highly 
competitive prices. 

Contact Leys News office. 


@ 01865 711756. 


A new way 
discover Oxford 


EVER wondered how the University was 
formed, how long it’s been in existence and 


the secrets of its past? 


Discover all this, together with the history 
behind the Sheldonian Theatre — the 
University’s Ceremonial Hall, on a new one- 
hour guided walking tour. The tour, starting 
in the splendour of the Sheldonian Theatre, 
includes the University church, the Clarendon 
and Bodleian Quadrangle and Radcliffe Square. 


to 


major building which opened in 1669. Following 
the tour visitors are welcome to explore the 
Theatre's Cupola at leisure, offering one of the best 
indoor panoramic views of Oxford famous skyline. 


Kay Hogg, Senior Event Marketing Manager 


at the Theatre said: “We're very pleased to 
announce this whistle stop tour through the 900 


years of the University’s history. 


throughout”. 


Visitors will learn how the University was formed 


and hear about its rebellious and violent past. 
The tour then returns to the Theatre where 

visitors are invited to sit in the Ladies Gallery and 

hear about its origins — Sir Christopher Wren’s first 


“This guided tour means that for the first 
time visitors can also enjoy learning about the 
history of the University’s iconic ceremonial hall 
and the surrounding buildings as they take in 
the majestic beauty of the area.Our guides pack 
in a huge amount of fun and interesting content 


@ Tours run until October. An adult ticket 

costs £8, Concessions £6 and 

children under six go free. For availability 
and booking visit www.sheldon.ox.ac.uk 


What's on in the Leys 


A QUICK GUIDE TO WHAT'S AVAILABLE LOCALLY. 


If you have a service or event you'd like to include, please ring 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


H@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 2—4pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

@® 01865 770206 


Young Peoples Jobshop 
Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the 
Early Intervention Blackbird Leys 
Young People Centre. 

Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to- 
one advice. 

Blackbird Leys Young people's 

Early Intevention Service Satellite, 
Blackbird Leys Road, 

OX4 6HW 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support for 
unemployed job seekers (you don’t 
need to be receiving benefits). 
Help offered with CV, application 
forms, advice about courses, 
apprenticeships and volunteering. 
Also free workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths and ESOL. 
@ Judith, 07769 235 395 
Leysjobclub@gmail.com 


CHILDREN 


@ New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
@ Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

@ 01865 772886. 

@ Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with 
children ages 0-5 years. Saturday, 
10.00am—11.30am, at Pegasus School. 
@® Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

%& Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


@ Little Doves Stay & Play 
Thursdays (term time), 9am—12pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


BLAP Afterschool Club 
Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.00—5.30pm. 

£1 per session (five sessions £4) 

@® 07530933690 

and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 


Dovecote 

Afterschool Club 

Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

@ 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 

@ Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
7.00—9.15pm. 

@ Elen Filer, 01865 717781 


@ Tiny Tots Majorettes 

(For ages 4—7yrs) At the Barn in 
Nightingale Avenue, Wednesdays, from 
6—6.45pm. £3. 

New members welcome. 

%& Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30—6.30pm, at the Holy Family 
Church Hall on Cuddesdon Way. 
@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 121 to 20 years. 
@ 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 


Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


‘@ 01865 770403 


@ Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

‘@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


@ Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, email, file 
management, PC maintenance and 
more. 

@ 01865 714492 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club 

Tues and Thurs 7.30—9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 


@ The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


Oxford & District 

Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West 

Club is looking for new members and 
invites men, women, boys and girls 
of all ages and abilities to come along 
and try out indoor bowls. We're a 
friendly club and would welcome any 
new members. Call Paul Thompson 
or Jean Richards on 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6pm. 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


If Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 
@ Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00—12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15—11.15am 


Body Pump: 

Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 
Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30—11.30am 
Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30—12.15pm 
@ 01865 467020 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon and Fri, 5.45—6.45pm; 
Sat and Sun, 11.15am—1pm, 
and 1.30—2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12—1pm; 

Wed, 11.30—12.30pm 
Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12—1pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12—1pm 


‘@ 01865 467040 


OLDER PEOPLE 


@ Prime Time Over 50s group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, at 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
Road (£1.50). Keep fit, bingo, indoor 
bowls, speakers, activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


Hi Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


i Silver Circle 
@ 435954 
(Blackbird Leys Community Centre) 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX4 7W). 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


The Clockhouse 


see box on 
opposite page 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


WELLBEING 


@ Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

@ Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


@ Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
@ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


= ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

@ 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


@ The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

@® 01865 794794 


The Clockhouse 


Community 
Centre 


Our sessions are either 
low-cost or free, and all 
Leys over 50s are very 
welcome! 


Welcome events for local over-50s 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Or not been for a while? Meet others 


and find out more, at these free, friendly 


socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living 
anywhere on the Leys. 

4% For date and details of our next 
Welcome Social, 01865 395908 


Oxfordshire Unlimited 
(ou) coffee morning. 


Last Thursday of each month. Next ones: 


28 August and 25 September, 12—2pm. 
OU supports and empowers people with 
disabilities. Free. All welcome. 


Rosewood Club. 

Are you caring for a friend or family 
member with dementia? Rosewood 
Club is run by local charity Daybreak at 
the Clockhouse, offering fun, sociable 
and stimulating days for people with 
dementia, and a break for their carers. 


£12 a day includes a hot two-course meal, 


and beverages. Transport, if required, 
is an additional £5 per day. Open each 
weekday. 


@ For details or bookings, 01865 749349 


rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


@ Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
‘@® 01865 247788 


B Tai Chi& Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
@® 07974185554 


@ Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
a stimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £11 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ Graham Hooper, 01865 749349 
www.daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice 
appointments for benefits, debt, housing 
and consumer issues. Outreach session 
at the Clockhouse, with an adviser from 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Sessions 
usually the last Monday morning of 

the month. Next date: Monday 29 
September, appointments: 10am—12pm, 
drop-in: 12—-12.30pm. 

‘@ For appointments, 01865 395908. 


Games Club for over 50s 

Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble or 

a wide choice of other games, with 

this friendly and sociable group. NO 
experience needed — beginners are very 
welcome. Meets Monday afternoons, 


1.30—3.30pm, starting 8 September 2014. 


Don’t miss it! £1. 


Dancing for over 50s 

Come to these fun, inclusive dance events 
— you can move around the floor, dance 
seated, or just watch and enjoy! Different 
dance styles in different venues, all 


around the Leys in 2014-15. No partner or 
experience needed. All Leys area over-50s 
very welcome. Next sessions: Wednesday 


3 September, 1.30-3pm, Welcome To 
Samba, and Wednesday 24 September 
10.45am—12.15pm, Chat Or Charlston. 
Both events hosted by Longlands 
residential home, Longlands Road, off 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. FREE. 
@ For details, 01865 395908. 


Oxford City Councillors’ Surgery 
Monthly Drop-in Session 

Meet your local city councillors and 
discuss any concerns. No appointment 
needed. First Monday of the month 


@ Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 
Aself-help group of people who use 
or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support for, to 


share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 


@ 07729 581975 


NOTICES 


Socialist Party 
Meeting 


Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
@ 0208 9888777 


The Leys WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30—9.30pm, 
at The Clockhouse. 

@ Sue, 07786158229 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


(except Bank Holidays) at the Clockhouse, 
6.30-7.30 pm. Next one: 1 September. 


Yoga for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 
A wonderful way to boost your flexibility, 
and feel calm and refreshed. Beginners 
very welcome. Tuesdays, 10—11am, 
starting on 9 September 2014. £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 

No pressure, or reading music, just relax 
and enjoy singing in good company. Easy 
songs, lovely harmonies. Beginners very 
welcome. Aimed primarily at people 
living in and near the Leys. 

Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm, 

starting 9 September. FREE. 

@ For details, 01865 395908. 


Crafts group for over 50s 
Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
or sewing and have a natter. £1. 
Wednesdays, 11am—12.30pm. 


Creative writing for over 50s 

Get creative and express yourself in a 
friendly, supportive group. No experience 
needed. Beginners welcome! 

Four Wednesday sessions, 24 September 
to 15 October, 1.30—3pm. £2. 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated and standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost your energy. 
Thursday mornings starting 4 September, 
10—11am. Come any week. £2. 


Gardening Club 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
£2 per meeting. Adults of all ages very 


Leys Community Market 
Freshly grown and home produced 
goods. . . from local veg, chutneys, 

cheeses and bread, to jewellery, 


Running every last Saturday of the 


Next one: 
Sat 27 September, 11lam—2pm. 
leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 


WEYMOUTH 
DAYTRIP 


Saturday 13 September 
Pick up at Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre at 9am 
Cost: £16 
For more info call 07754 217128 
gladiatorclub.co.uk 
juty1308@yahoo.co.uk 


welcome. You don’t have to be an active 
gardener — club meetings are talks 

and socials. Next meetings: Thursday 4 
September, 2—4pm; Thursday 9 October, 
AGM, 2—4pm. Also day coach trip to 
Stourhead on Thursday 2 October (SLIGO 
members £21.50, non-members £25.50, 
booking essential). 

@® 01865 395908. 


Computer courses for over-50s. 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners very welcome. £1 per session. 
You need to book a place. 

@ For details, Jimmy, 07951 149724, 
or Gerry, 07962 887379. 


Evening Activities Group. 

Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse Activity 
Nights Group) at our friendly evening 
socials. Meet others, relax, chat, and 
make new friends, after your busy day. 
Adults of all ages welcome! Come with 
friends or on your own — you will be 
very welcome. £2. Next meetings: Quiz 
Night on Wednesday 27 August 7—9pm, 
Bingo Night on Wednesday 24 September 
7-9pm. 

@ For details, 01865 395908, 

or just turn up on the night. 


Community gardening for volunteers 


Adult volunteers of any age are 
needed and welcome, to help keep the 
Clockhouse courtyard garden looking 
beautiful in every season. Enjoy fresh 
air and good company while doing 
something really positive for your local 
community. Regular work parties held. 
@ For dates and more details, 01865 
395908. 


Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look forthe clocks onthe roof) @ 01865 395908 E:clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


@ Redeem Christian 

Church of God 

Meets at the Leisure Centre, 

Pegasus Road. 

Sunday Service: 3—6pm 

Bible study on Fridays: 7—8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 

@® 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


@ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, Beecroft Room 

(includes special activities 

for children and young people). 

@ Chipper and Anna Betts, 

07985 982804 


& Chrisco Ministries 
Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 


Community Centre, Sundays, 1am—2pm 


@@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


@ Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church 

Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
@ 01865 776903 


& Christian Harvest Ministries 
Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 


Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 


‘@ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


@ Seventh Day 

Adventist Church 

1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—Tlam. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 

H Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

Sunday Service: 11am—1.30pm. 


@ Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, 
with children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: Mondays 


(except bank holidays) at 
6.30— 7.30pm. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding 
arrangements. 


@ Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 and Rev Adam Stevenson, 01865 714163 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


All night prayers: Fridays, 7—9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 
@ Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 
07932 964056 and 07877 054600 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


@ Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 


Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 


Friday Prayer Meeting: 6—7pm. 
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7BU. 
@® 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www. kiccoxford.org.uk 


perfumes, hand crafted gifts and more. 
Enjoy a tasty lunch/brunch in the café. 


month at the Barn, Nightingale Avenue. 


Photo: Jo Stannard 
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The Great Waterperry 
Garden Pumpkin Hunt 


25 October to 2 November, 10am-5pm 

FIND ten pumpkins hidden in Waterperry’s ornamental 
gardens and win a special, seasonal prize. A great chance 
to get out and about and let off steam in the beautiful 
ornamental gardens. No booking required —- just turn up 
and enjoy. £2 per child. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult for whom garden entrance fee applies (£6.50). 


@ Waterperry Gardens, Nr Wheatley, Oxford OX33 1JZ. 
www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 
01844 339254 


YOUR LOCAL 


REPRESENTATIVES 


@ PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker. 

Non-position holders: Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Jadine-Francis Kennedy, 
Brian Lester, Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat Stannard. 

For further details telephone 07754 271831 (9am—5pm, Monday to Friday). 
Send mail to Parish Council, c/o Nicky Clargo, 181 Wroslyn Road, Freeland, 
Witney, Oxon 0X29 8AL. 


Also check leysonline.net to find out about Parish Council Meetings. 


@ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
Blackbird Leys Ward 


# Val Smith —Labour. 4 Flaxfield Road, 0X4 60D. 
@ 07767 446051 E: clirvsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


@ Rae Humberstone —Labour. 75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. 
@ 01865 779678 E: cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks 


Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will be doing street surgeries every other 
week. They can also visit people in their homes—ring or email to make 
arrangements. 

Northfield Brook Ward 


@ Steve Curran —Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford 0X4 1TG. 
@ 07941 785538 E: StephenCurran55@yahoo.co.uk 


H Scott Seamons —Labour. Flat 14, 113 Oxford Road, 0X4 2GY. 
@ 07910595047 E: cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


Steve Curren and Scott Seamons have a surgery at 6.30pm on the first 
Monday of the month at the Clockhouse. 


@ OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Leys Division 

# Val Smith —Labour. 4 Flaxfield Road, 0X4 60D. 
@ 07767 446051 E: val.smith@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


@ MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

@ Andrew Smith —Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
@® 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 

Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


S & R CHILDS 


FUNERAL SERVICES 
idanaged by the third generation of Childs family, 


142 Qederd Rowd 
Cowley 
Oxford 

ON4 2EA 
Tek 00865 714007 


Phanmacy House 
4 London Road 
Headington 
Onford O33 SAA 
Tel: 01865 4232 


Hi The Parache 1 Courtland Road 
Onford Road Rosehill 

Kalbington CXS TEE (Cinfird’ C844 4H 

bk 01865 TRS ‘The: 01865 FT2FRo 


www .serchilds.couk infoterchilds.couwk 
We sercialioe in nepabriation to and free the LK 


‘ Elo Parade 
Batley 
Oaford (X72 FL 
Tel: 01865 745464 
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OXFORD WHEELS 
OF GORY 
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By Pina Collide Her 
(Aka Nic Marlow) 


nN 


JULY was a busy month for the 
Oxford Wheels of Gory team. 
We had our first open door bout 
of the season against the lovely 
Coventry City Derby Dolls. It was 
a re-match from last year so we 
knew it would be a great game! 

Unfortunately we lost but as we 
only had eight players, a normal 
sized team roster is 14 players, | 
think we held our own and really 
made the Dolls work for their 
points. But true to form, it was 
indeed a great match with lots of 
postives to take away from the day. 

As normal, the bout was 
followed by a great after party 
which was held at the Six Bells 
pub, just off the Headington 
roundatbout. A great time was had 
by all and our team can definitely 
recommend the chilli and rice we 
had as our after bout food! 

Our sport is work hard, play 
hard, then party hard. This is a 


City Council 


We take newbies of all abilities 
so even if you've never skated 
before, come and check us out or 
drop us a message. While we're a 
woman’s team, we do have some 
men who play and ref for us and 
we’re always on the lookout for 
more refs, both men and women. 
The only stipulation for derby is 
that you're over 18 and willing to 
give it your all. 


and fight it out on track. Expect big 
hits and lots of “ohh’s” and “ahhh’s.” 

Then, straight after the men’s 
game comes ours against the girls 
from Wrexham Rejects. On the back 
of the defeat to the Dolls, we're 
working hard to make sure the next 
game we play goes our way! 

Come and watch and see for 
yourself what this derby malarkey is 
all about - | promise you, you'll be 
hooked! 


motto that the OWG people really 
live up to. While it’s a hard sport 
and takes a lot of dedication, we do 
all love a good knees up! 

Talking of hard work; our 
next home bout is on Sunday 
28 September at the Park Sports 
Centre in Wheatley. The theme is 
“Hipcheckers guide to the Galaxy”. 
The first bout will be a mixed men’s 
one, made up of men from all over 
the country who come to team up 


enable the Low Carbon Hub 
to implement community- 


The winners were being 
announced at an awards 


local community energy 
organisations. 


at exploiting local resources 
like solar or water power 


S h ) rtl isted ceremony at Oxford Town In recent years the owned renewable energy which may be overlooked 
Hall as Leys News went to council has supported projects. The City Council has by commercial developers. 
press. communhity-led energy also invested in renewable By taking ownership of local 


for energy 
awards 


OXFORD City Council was 
shortlisted in the first ever UK 
Community Energy Awards. 


The council is one 
of three organisations 
shortlisted in the Local 
Authority Partnership 
category which recognises 
local authorities that go 
the extra mile to help 


projects by establishing 

the Low Carbon Hub asa 
resource for communities, 
by accessing grant funding 
from central government 
and the European Union and 
by providing a loan facility to 


energy projects on its own 
estate, housing and leisure 
centres. 

Community energy is 
an important part of the 
UK energy picture. Locally- 
owned schemes are better 


energy production Oxford 
residents and communities 
can become more resilient 
and help reduce harmful 
carbon dioxide emissions 
while benefitting the local 
economy. 


: Saturday 6th Sept 2014, 12-4pm 
‘Blackbird Leys Park, Cuddesdon Way 
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Short Courses at 
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September 2014 


A fantastic 
summer of 
sport for 
young people 


OVER the summer, Oxford City 
Council’s Youth Ambition programme 
has offered young people aged 14 to 
21 the chance to take part in a variety 
of multi-sport activities in Blackbird 
Leys including sessions delivered in 
partnership with Oxford United FC 
and Inspired Young People’s Project. 

The good news is that these sessions 
will continue beyond the summer and a 
full programme can be found at www. 
oxford.gov.uk/communitysport. You can 
also keep up to date at www.facebook. 
com/oxfordyouthambition. 

All sessions are free and will also 
earn you Bounts reward points and 
open up opportunities for training and 
development. 

Bounts rewards points are earned 
every time you take part in Youth 
Ambition sessions and the points you 
earn can be redeemed against a number 
of things including tickets to Oxford 
United games, shopping vouchers and 
much more. There are three simple steps 
to this fantastic opportunity: 

e Ask for a Bounts key tag from one of the 
activity leaders. 

e Go home and register your very own 
personal tag at www.bounts.it 

e And REMEMBER to take with you to 
sessions and watch your points grow! 
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